


NORTH LINCOLNSHIRE YOUTH COUNCIL 

TERMS OF REFERENCE
PURPOSE OF YOUTH COUNCIL

‘If every child matters, let every child have a voice’.

Our Youth Council offers the opportunity for young people in North Lincolnshire to have a say in the things that matter to them. 

From the website of the British Youth Council; 

‘A Local Youth Council is a democratic organisation created, run and developed by young people for young people’

[Youth Councils] ‘exist to represent the views of young people at a local level giving young people the opportunity to have a voice, to discuss relevant issues, engage with decision-makers and contribute to improving the lives of young people within their community’

ROLE OF YOUTH COUNCIL

· Act as the ‘umbrella’ group for youth participation activities in North Lincolnshire 

· Support and challenge the work of the Children’s Trust, as the Children’s Trust ‘shadow board’, strengthened through representation on the Children’s Trust Board

· Provide a forum for young people to have a ‘voice’ on things that matter to them

· Consultation forum for ‘youth proofing’ planning documents 

· Contribute to planning events for young people

· Promotion of Youth Council and young people’s ‘voice’ 

· Provide links to local, regional and national young people’s voice via the Young Mayor and UK Youth Parliament.

LINKS TO OTHER GROUPS, FORUMS AND MEETINGS

As the ‘umbrella’ group, the Youth Council has links to other participation groups and forums, including:

· CIC Council

· ‘Thumbs Up’ group

· School Councils

· The ‘Feeling Safe’ Pupil’s Consultative Group

The Youth Council also has strong links to the Children’s Trust Board and other partnership groups across the Children’s Trust. 

MEMBERSHIP

Youth Council members are between the ages of 8 and 18 years old.  

Officers attending the Youth Council do so with express permission from Youth Council members.

Requests to join the Youth Council will be considered and agreed by current Youth Council members.  

Youth Council members should:

· Promote the work of the Youth Council

· Encourage other young people to attend

· Seek out and represent the views of other young people

· Contribute to agenda items and discussions

Three Youth Council members have full membership rights on the Children’s Trust Board and this role involves:

· Representing the views of the Youth Council to the Children’s Trust Board

· Identifying key messages for presentation to the Children’s Trust Board on matters of interest and importance 

· Providing support and challenge to the issues discussed at the Children’s Trust Board

· Feed back relevant messages to the wider Youth Council  

Both the Young Mayor and the MYP (Member of Youth Parliament) will be members of the North Lincolnshire Youth Council. The Young Mayor will act as a conduit between the Youth Council and local democracy (including councillors, council officers and local partner agencies). The MYP will act as a link from the Youth Council to national initiatives. 

CHAIR

There will be a chair and the format of the meeting will be an open discussion forum around agreed topics. 

The role of chair will be shared amongst members. Next month’s chair will be identified at the end of each meeting.

AGENDA AND MINUTES

An agenda will be produced by council officers a week before the meeting and emailed to members. Additional items can be put forward in the week leading up to the session by contacting the Participation Team. 

A forward plan will help focus and plan discussions for future meetings, including the attendance of additional visitors.  

Youth Council members, with the support of council officers, will record simple minutes and distribute them via e-mail within the following week. The role of minute-taker will again be shared amongst members – allocated at the end of each meeting for the following month’s session.

DIVERSITY AND EQUALITY

Youth Council members recognise that they each have their own needs, skills, qualities and abilities and that each member and their views should be valued as individuals.  

FUNDING AND RESOURCES

Funding managed by officers within NLC CYPS Localities and Partnerships supports the Youth Council’s work.  Requests for funding support will be considered on an individual basis.   

FREQUENCY OF MEETINGS

Youth Council meetings take place monthly.  

On a quarterly basis, to link in with Children’s Trust Board meetings, the Youth Council will focus on discussions around the Children’s Trust Board agenda and preparation for the meeting.  Additional support and briefings will be available to Youth Council members who are representatives on the Children’s’ Trust Board.

SUPPORT

Officers within NLC CYPS Localities and Partnerships support Youth Council meetings.  

Youth Council members who are representatives on the Children’s Trust Board will be fully supported and encouraged to fully contribute to the meetings.  

SUPPORTING OFFICERS

	COUNCIL OFFICER
	CONTACT DETAILS

	Julie Poole
	julie.poole@northlincs.gov.uk

	Sarah Eales
	sarah.eales@northlincs.gov.uk


REVIEW DATE

Terms of reference will be reviewed on an annual basis.

Agreed by Youth Council 8 December 2011

To be reviewed December 2011

